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INTRODUCTION TO WESTERN PHILOSOPHY


The aim of the paper is to make students acquainted with core concept of western philosophy and their 
relation to life, thought and society and its relevance.


1. Concept of Philosophy and its relation to life, thought and culture, social relevance of 
Philosophy, objection against Western Philosophy and its reply.


2. Classification of Western Philosophy and its development.


Thales, Aneximendar and Pythogorus, - Substance and Cosmology, Hereclitus, the logous, Flux 
and opposite, Substance.


(1) Plato and Aristotle: Ideas, Substance, Form and Matter, Causation, Actuality and Potentiality.


(2) Descartes, Cartessian Method of doubt, Cognito ergo sum, Criterion of truth, types of ideas, 
proof for the existence of God, Mind body relation, Interactionism.


(3) Spionoze Doctrine of Substance, attributes and modes, Exixtence of God, Pantheism, 
Parallelism.


(4) Leibinitz, Monads, truth of reason, Truth of Facts, Doctrine of Pre-establish Harmony.


(5) Locke: Refutation of innate ideas, the origin and formation of ideas, simple and complex 
ideas, substance, modes and relation, nature of Knowledge, primary and secondary 
qualities.


(6) Berkeley: Refutation of abstract ideas, criticism of Lock’s distinction between primary and 
secondary qualities, Immaterialism, esse-est percipii, role of God.


(7) Hume: Impression and ideas, Criticism of Lock distinction between primary and secondary 
judgement concerning matte facts, Causal Theory, doc of self and personal identity, 
Scepticism.


(8) Kant: Conception of Critical Philo distinction between a priori and posteriori judgement, 
distinction between analytic synthetic judgement, possibilities of synthetic and priori 
judgement, Copernicus revolution.
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